PROGRAM NOTE

WE, THE PEOPLES was written to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the United Nations Charter. Programmatic in its
conception, the work begins with a chorale symbolizing the strength,
peacefulness and continuity of everyday life, This is interrupted
by a call to arms from the brass, representing leaders who wish to
better conditions for their own particular nation or ethnic group.
Goaded by the brass, the orchestra gradually moves toward war: the
snare drum beats on inexorably, the tempo gradually accelerates,
fragments of national anthems clamor to be heard above each other,
(Since most of my impressions of World War IT come from the European
Theater, I have included parts of the German, French and Italian
anthems as well as the Communist "Internationale" and a three-bar
combination of "The Star-Spangled Banner" and the Army-Air Force
song.,) Orchestral textures thicken, the dynamics build, casualties
are suggested by the sound of ambulance sirens in the horns, and
finally war disintegrates into chaos--~a 30-second aleatoric section
that ends with the chorus screaming as if to say enough is enough.
In an effort to break the cycle of war, the chorus then sings the
Preamble to the UN Charter., The orchestra celebrates this birth of
a world community dedicated to "sav(ing) succeeding generations
from the scourge of war" and reaffirming "faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the
equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small,"

And that celebration should be the end of the piece, But 50 years
have passed, there have been good times and bad, successes and
fallures, As a postscript, the chorus sings a portion of Dag
Hammarskjold’s speech of acceptance of a second term as seeretary
general of the UN:

"The many, who, together, form this Organization--peoples,
governments and individuals--share one great responsibility.,
Future generations may come to say of us that we never achieved
what we set out to do, May they never be entitled to say that
we failed because we lacked faith or permitted narrow self-
interest to distort our efforts,"

WE, THE PEOPLES is dedicated to Harold Stassen, last remaining
American sigher of the UN Carter,



We the peoples/ Nows, peuples/ M, uapoder / Nosotwos 105 pueblos
detevmined / vesolws/ APLULNOAHLHHU ML pzwu«oc-rw/ resueltos

to save sucetding generations from the scourge of way,

which fusice i ouwr lifetime has brought uatold sovvow...,
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to unde our strength to maintain infernational peace and secuity,
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have vesolved / avons decide/ peuswaw/ hemos decidido

to combine/ d'associer/ ofedurums/ aunsy
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Acordingly, owr vespecive goveynmients,have agveed to the
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the United Nations.

from the Preamble o the UN Chavier

The many who, together, fovm 4inia Organization - peoples, goveraments
and individuals - shave one great vesponsibility. Future generations
may come to say of us thal we never achived whal we set out
to do. May #hey never be entitied 5 say that we failed because
we lacked Faith ov pevmitted navsow self-inferest to distort our
thfovts.

Dag Hammarskjold, in o statement on his vetliction Lo 0 second Ferm as Secvelovy-
Geneval of khe United Notions, Seglember 1957,



