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PROGRAM NOTE: 
 
Keeping in mind that Pearl Buck spent much of her life in China, I have tried to enhance 
her wonderfully evocative text by employing the traditional Chinese pentatonic scale, 
avoiding Western-type harmonies in favor of long melodic lines to convey the vastness of 
that country, and using the piano to imitate the sounds of the ch’in (Chinese zither) and 
large gongs.!  
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